
 

Our	thanks	to	 all	our	residents	who	help	make	our	village	a	 great	place	to	 live,	your	 input	

ensures	 that	 Uranquinty	 Progress	 Association	 is	 aware	 of	 any	 issues	 which	 need	 to	 be	

addressed	for	the	benefit	the	community.	
	

Special	thanks	to	the	Rural	Fire	Service	Volunteers	who	were	kept	very	busy	on	Sunday	22	

November	with	a	fire	at	The	Rock	reserve,	another	at	Jack’s	Road,	Uranquinty	and	a	smaller	

one	at	Mangoplah	the	same	evening.	The	wild	unseasonal	weather	has	been	challenging	for	

everyone,	a	large	tree	down	at	the	children’s	playground	at	the	oval	and	almost	an	

emergency	for	some	residents	as	the	Uranquinty	fire	grew.		A	massive	effort	kept	us	all	safe	

and	the	swift	response	by	local	RFS	firefighters	and	the	RFS	plane	managed	to	control	what	

could	have	been	a	very	serious	outcome.	Thanks	to	everyone	who	helped,	I	know	the	RFS	are	

always	looking	for	volunteers	so	please	consider	joining.	

URANQUINTY	WATER	TOWER	MURAL	BLOCK	
We	have	regular	visitors	 to	our	community	checking	out	 the	Mural	and	 learning	about	the	

history	 of	 the	 Airbase	 in	 Quinty	 and	 the	 contribution	 this	 community	 played	 during	 that	

time.	 Volunteers	 are	 watering	 the	 new	 plantings	 to	 ensure	 the	 future	 of	 the	 garden.	 If	

anyone	would	like	to	join	the	team,	please	contact	UPA	and	we	can	add	you	to	the	team.	

WAGGA	WAGGA	CITY	COUNCIL	
Thanks	Uranquinty	 for	engaging	with	Council!	Over	the	past	few	weeks,	Council	staff	have	
been	out	and	about	chatting	with	residents	across	the	area	about	the	important	topics	that	

affect	 our	 community.	 Thank	 you	 to	 those	 who	 attended	 our	 consultation	 session	 at	

Uranquinty	Public	 School	on	Monday	17	November	 regarding	the	Community	Engagement	

Strategy	 and	 Community	 Participation	 Plan.	 These	 draft	 documents	 will	 be	 presented	 to	

Council	 in	 early	 2026,	 and	 if	 endorsed,	 will	 become	 published	 documents	 that	 can	 be	

accessed	online.		
	

Our	villages	are	a	valuable	part	of	our	community	and	we	are	regularly	looking	at	ways	that		
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Against	 the	dystopian	 backdrop	of	 the	 newly	 erected	 Transgrid	 towers	 and	 lines,	 just	 a	 few	

minutes	from	town,	the	harvest	proceeds	in	hot	and	windy	conditions.	The	towers	are	on	crop	

land	creating	massive	difficulties	for	farmers.	Time	will	tell	if	a	crop	fire	underneath	results	in	a	

black	out.	
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we	can	improve	communications	with	our	village	residents.	Our	online	Village	Pages	are	a	

resource	we	have	created	for	this	purpose,	and	you	can	follow	the	page	to	receive	

notifications	on	updates	specific	to	your	village.	Visit	the	

page:	https://haveyoursay.wagga.nsw.gov.au/our-villages	If	you	have	questions, need	
assistance,	or	would	like	to	speak	to	a	staff	member,	you	can	contact	Council	by	calling	

1300	292	442	or	email	council@wagga.nsw.gov.au	Thank	you	for	helping	us	shape	the	

future	of	our	home,	and	we	look	forward	to	visiting	Uranquinty	again	in	2026.	

INLAND	RAIL	
Inland	Rail	work	is	progressing	along	the	Albury-Ilabo	section	and	Uranquinty	has	had	major	

work	carried	out	 in	early	December	with	more	to	 come.	 If	 you	have	any	questions	 about	

this	project	you	can	find	out	more	on	the	Martinus	website	at	www.martinus.com.au	and	

Uranquinty	 Progress	 Association	 will	 continue	 to	 keep	 the	 community	 updated	 via	

Facebook	posts	and	email.	

EVENTS	
A	 variety	 of	 information	 sessions	 have	 been	 held	 recently	 at	 the	 Community	 Hall,	

Uranquinty	Public	School	and	the	Quinty	Bakery	hosted	by	Wagga	Wagga	City	Council,	NBN	

and	Transgrid.	As	most	people	are	at	work	during	the	day	it	is	difficult	to	find	a	suitable	time	

to	 hold	 these	 sessions	 and	as	 a	 consequence	 turnout	 can	be	 very	 low.	 	 Council	 staff	 are	

keen	 to	 include	 village	 communities	 in	 their	 planning	 consultation	 process	 and	 more	

information	 is	available	via	 their	website.	 	 If	you	have	any	views	on	convenient	 timing	for	

community	engagement	sessions,	please	let	us	know.	
	

The	Quinty	Folk	Festival	was	very	well	attended,	with	a	few	photos	on	this	page.	
	

Regular	 events	 held	 at	 the	

Hall	include	Gentle	Exercise,	

Gentle	 Yoga,	 Scrapbooking	

and	 Craft	 How-To	 Days	

which	 are	 all	 very	 popular	

and	 well	 supported.	 See	

coming	events	on	page	1.	
	

Christmas	 The	 annual	

competition	 for	 the	 best	

dressed	 cow	 began	 on	 1	

December	 and	winners	 will	

be	 announced	 on	 19	

December	at	the	pub.	Many	

are	 seizing	 the	 opportunity	

to	 make	 their	 front	 yards	

glow	 with	 Christmas.	

Winners	 also	 announced	 at	

the	 pub	 and	 on	 Facebook	

on	19	December.	Prizes	will	

be	 awarded	 for	 both	

competitions.	 Santa	 will	 be	

visiting	 the	 village	 before	

Christmas	 too.	 See	 Events	

on	page	1.	 

WEBSITE	
The	Uranquinty	website	has	

lots	of	useful	info	and	is	the	

place	 to	 book	 the	 Community	 Hall:	 https://uranquinty.com.au/services/community-hall-

hire	 to	book	 an	event.	 	 The	easiest	way	 is	 to	 check	the	online	calendar	 and	 then	use	the	

booking	form	on	the	website	which	goes	straight	to	the	UPA	email	address	for	attention.	

The	Community	Directory	there	is	updated	regularly	and	a	hard	copy	id	published	quarterly	

in	this	newsletter,	see	page	xx.	

PAGE	2	

Deb	Bewick,	President,	Uranquinty	Progress	Assoc	

M:	0427	007	261	

E:	uranquinty2652@gmail.com	W:	www.uranquinty.com.au	
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OTHER	NEWS	
Inland	Rail	and	Rubbish	Dump	on	Highway	

Many	residents	will	be	aware	of	the	assorted	rubbish	which	can	be	seen	piled	up	

alongside	the	railway	line	as	you	approach	the	village	from	Wagga.	After	at	least	four	

years	of	frustrating	attempts	by	UPA	to	get	ARTC	to	do	something	about	this	unsightly	

mess,	we	have	been	advised	recently	by	the	Wagga	office	of	ARTC	that	there	is	a	plan	to	

finally	address	this	problem.	With	the	ongoing	work	happening	with	Inland	Rail,	it	has	

been	agreed	that	the	site	will	initially	be	protected	with	shadecloth	and	the	long-term	

plan	is	for	ARTC	to	remove	everything	and	rehabilitate	and	revegetate	the	area	‘over	

the	next	year	or	two’.	UPA	will	monitor	progress	and	advise	any	updates.	It's	been	a	

long	and	frustrating	process	to	get	anyone	to	accept	responsibility	for	this	eyesore	but	

hopefully	we	are	on	the	homeward	stretch!	

URANQUINTY IN NEW VIDEO 	
An	Enduring	Legacy:	The	Empire	Air	Training	Scheme	documentary	

This	documentary	examines	the	importance	of	the	Empire	Air	Training	Scheme	during	

the	Second	World	War	and	the	role	that	the	Flight	Training	schools	played	in	creating	a	

wartime	air	force	that	by	the	end	of	the	war	became	the	fourth	largest	air	force	in	the	

world.	No	5	SFTS	Uranquinty	is	included	along	with	4	other	local	bases.	

	The	film	crew	spent	a	whole	day	filming	the	base	and	recording	the	history	of	the	

Lewington’s	struggle	with	the	resumption	of	part	of	their	farm	and	the long	process	to	
finally	buy	their	land	back.	
	

Take	the	time	to	have	a	look	at:	https://www.airforce.gov.au/about-us/history/our-

stories/enduring-legacy-empire-air-training-scheme	Uranquinty	section	begins	at	about	

half	way.	
	

The	premiere	

screening	was	

recently	held	at	the	

Forest	Hill	RAAF	Base	

and	was	attended	by	

local	dignitaries,	high	

ranking	RAAF	

personnel	and	

representatives	from	

the	various	local	

bases	included	in	the	

documentary.	

URANQUINTY	RURAL	

FIRE	SERVICE	
Over	the	past	couple	of	months	we	have	

attended:	

-	Structure	fires	at	The	Rock	

-	AFA	Power	Station	

-	Motor	vehicle	accident	Olympic	Hwy	

-	Crop	and	Grass	fires	at	The	Rock	and	

Uranquinty	

Training	and	refurbishment	

Power	Station	familiarization.	

Presentation	of	equipment	from	the	RFSA	

Some	of	you	may	have	noticed	we	have	a	

fleet	appliance	at	present.	Our	single	cab	

appliance	is	currently	away	being	

refurbished.	We	hope	to	have	it	back	soon	

and	can't	wait	to	see	what	changes	have	

been	made.	

New	station	

We	currently	have	no	advice	as	to	our	new	

station	and	if	it'll	ever	be	constructed.	This	is	

disappointing.	Until	we	receive	a	new	station	

we	are	unable	to	gain	certification	in	

breathing	apparatus.	The	nearest	BA	

brigades	are	currently	25minutes	away	and	

we	find	this	unacceptable,	both	for	our	own	

safety	and	that	of	the	community.	We	will	

continue	to	fight	for	a	new	station	and	BA,	

and	hopefully	have	an	answer	for	you	soon.	

Volunteers	

As	usual	we	are	desperately	seeking	new	

members	especially	community	members	

that	are	available	to	help	week	days.	

Summer	fire	safety	

Coming	into	fire	season	please	remember	

NO	fires	without	a	permit	or	you	will	face	

heavy	fines.	

Take	some	time	to	tidy	up	around	your	

home,	keep	grass	short,	clean	gutters	and	

remove	flammable	materials	from	around	

your	home.	

Report	all	fires	to	triple	zero!	
	

SANTA	IS	COMING!	
We	have	heard	from	the	jolly	old	man	and	

once	again	he	has	asked	if	we	can	supply	a	

truck	to	run	him	around	town	to	see	the	kids.	

When:	Friday	19	December	

Time:	from	1600hrs	

As	we	get	closer	we	will	share	the	tracker	so	

you	can	all	see	where	he	is	and	which	way	he	

is	heading,	handing	out	lollies	to	the	kids	on	

the	way.	
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ST	PATRICK’S	URANQUINTY	
CHRISTMAS	TIMETABLE	

Reconciliation	-	2nd	Rite	

Monday	Dec	22	Any	time	between	6.30pm	and	8pm	at	OLOF.	

Christmas	Masses	

Wednesday	Dec	24	Vigil	7pm	Mass	starting	outside	&	processing	into	the	Hall	

10pm	Syro	Malabar	Mass	

Thursday	December	25	

8.30am	St	Patrick’s	Uranquinty	

10.30am	Our	Lady	of	Fatima	Mass	

Sacrament	of	Penance/Reconciliation	Saturday	mornings	at	Our	Lady	of	Fatima	from	

10.30-11.30am.	

Anointing	Mass	Held	at	10.30am	on	the	fourth	Tuesday	of	each	month;	next	one	is	in	

February.	All	are	welcome	to	attend.	A	cup	of	tea	follows	the	mass.	

Times	of	Mass	at	Our	Lady	of	Fatima,	Bourke	St	5pm	Saturday	and	8.30am,	10.30am	and	

5.30pm	(Syro-Malabar)	on	Sunday.	

Sacraments	to	the	home-bound	Please	notify	priests	when	a	member	of	your	family	or	a	

parishioner	is	in	hospital	or	in	need	of	the	sacraments,	especially	the	Anointing	of	the	Sick	

or	Communion	in	hospital.	

Baptisms	Any	families	wishing	to	have	their	children	baptised	should	contact	Father	

Thomas	at	Our	Lady	of	Fatima	Presbytery	for	the	times	of	the	next	preparation	meetings	

(usually	second	Saturday	of	the	month).	

If	you	would	like	to	receive	the	parish	

bulletin	and	have	an	email	address,	please	

contact	Cheryl	or	Jean	at	

olofparishsouthwagga@gmail.com,	and	

they	can	put	you	on	the	mailing	list.		his	is	

a	good	way	of	hearing	about	news	and	

events	in	our	parish.	The	office	is	open	

9am-1pm	Tuesday	to	Wednesday	and	

10am-2pm	Thursday	and	Friday.	

	

URANQUINTY	MASS	
Although	Mass	has	been	on	hold	this	

year,	Fr	Casanova	will	be	saying	Mass	

at	St	Patrick’s	on	Christmas	Day	at	

8:30	am.	

Best	wishes	and	safe	travelling	for	all	Uranquinty	families	

over	the	Christmas-New	Year	break	and	prayers	for	a	great	harvest!	

ST	JAMES	UNITING	CHURCH	
	
Our	next	service	will	be	held	on	Sunday,	7

th
	December.	We	welcome	all	to	join	us	at	our	services	and	morning	tea	afterwards.		

	

A	big	thank	you	to	all	who	continue	to	support	St	James.	It	is	our	hope	that	we	can	build	our	congregation	and	invite	you	to	attend	

our	services	and	get	to	know	your	community.		

	

St	James	contacts:		

Pam	Bourne	-	0427	229	641	

Belinda	McMahon			-	0409	4221	41	
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Uranquinty	Pre	School	

News	
During	Term	4,	we	are	busy	at	preschool	

supporting	children	to	prepare	for	school.		

This	involves	talking	about	school,	

practicing	opening	packets	of	food,	

looking	after	their	belongings	and	

challenging	them	with	experiences	where	

they	can	work	in	small	groups	or	

individually.	

	

The	children	have	been	enjoying	the	

challenge	of	our	new	Crystal	Polydron	

blocks.		The	children	construct	2D	and	3D	

shapes	while	building	mathematical	

concepts	such	as	geometry,	problem	

solving,	number	and	classifying.	

	

We	recently	welcomed	Ben	Sharp	to	

preschool.		Ben	runs	Little	Champions	

which	is	like	a	mobile	children’s	gym.	Ben	

has	a	preschool	program	which	was	

perfect	for	our	children’s	gross	motor	

development.		The	children	listened	

carefully	and	followed	all	Ben’s	

instructions	which	included	doing	a	

bunny	hop,	rolling	tightly	down	the	

padded	mat	and	swinging	on	the	rings.	

	

We	have	renewed	our	Little	Scientists	

House	Certification	for	another	period.		

To	receive	this	certification	we	needed	to	

demonstrate	that	we	are	committed	to	

inquiry	based	learning.		We	had	been	

working	on	a	project	throughout	the	year	

which	was	around	light	and	colour.		The	

project	began	with	the	question	How	do	

you	make	different	colours?	

To	answer	the	question	and	explore	light	

and	colour,	the	children	were	offered	

experiences	that	allowed	them	to	

investigate,	test	hypotheses	and	

collaborate.		We	did	answer	the	question	

and	concluded	that	the	primary	colours	

could	be	mixed	to	together	to	make	many	

new	colours.	With	light,	we	could	reflect	

colour	throughout	our	room.	

	

The	preschool	can	be	contacted	on	6922	

9787	or	email	

uranquintypreschool@gmail.com.	

Currently	we	are	full	for	2026	with	a	wait	

list.	If	you	would	like	to	enroll	for	2027,	

please	email	or	call.	We	are	open	

Wednesday	to	Friday.	
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This	term,	a	few	highlights	for	our	students	have	included:	

• Two	weeks	of	Swimming	Lessons	at	the	OASIS	centre	in	Wagga	where	all	

students	increased	their	water	safety	skills,	

• A	'Bloom	from	Within'	program	for	our	senior	girls	focused	on	wellbeing	and	

self	image	as	they	approach	adolescence	

A	celebration	of	our	STEM	program,	FEAST,	where	each	child	created	their	own	

recipes	focusing	on	reducing	food	waste,	and	

• The	Solar	Buddies	program	presented	by	Origin	Energy	where	our	seniors	

created	Solar	Lights	for	students	overseas	who	have	less	regular	energy	sources	

• We	want	to	congratulate	Koby	Wiles	and	Zahra	Vuetivavalagi	on	receiving	their	

Proud	and	Deadly	awards	for	Commitment	to	Learning	and	Citizenship	

respectively.	

QUINTY	HOTEL	

SOCIAL	CLUB		
As	the	social	club	is	wrapping	up	for	the	

year,	we	would	like	to	thank	everyone	for	

their	support	in	2025!	

	The	social	club	will	be	taking	a	break	from	

the	Friday	night	raffles	from	Boxing	Day	and	

will	return	on	Friday	6	February	2026.	

If	you	would	like	to	join	the	social	club	in	

2026,	please	reach	out	to	

quintysocialclub@outlook.com	or	contact	us	

via	Facebook:	Quinty	Hotel	Social	Club.	It’s	a	

great	opportunity	to	make	friends	and	

connections	in	our	local	community!	

	We	look	forward	to	bringing	you	more	social	

club	events	and	activities	in	2026!	

Thank	you	to	all	residents	supporting	their	local	pharmacy!	
Hours:	Monday	to	Friday	8:30	am-1.00	pm.	

Christmas:	Closed	Monday	22	December	re-opening	Monday	5	January	

For	Urgent	Prescriptions,	South	City	Pharmacy	will	only	close	Christmas	

and	Boxing	Day;	open	New	Years	Day.	

PHONE:	6921	5445	

We	wish	you	a	merry	Christmas	and	thank	you	for	your	patronage.	

Christmas	Hours:	Closed	from	25	December	to	8	January	

Phone:	6922	9119	
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Uranquinty Power Station is owned and 
operated by Origin Energy. The station 
comprises four gas turbines with a total 
generating capacity of 640-megawatts (MW).  

 

Uranquinty Power Station Update:  

Over recent months, our team has been busy planning and delivering essential on-site maintenance to 

ensure our systems and equipment are ready to meet the increased demand over the summer period. 

As part of this work, we’ll be completing minor inspections on two of our gas turbines between 9 and 
19 December. 

To maintain smooth operations throughout summer and support our team during upcoming leave 

periods, Lance Hansen will take on the role of Acting Power Station Manager from the second week of 
January through to the second week of April 2026. 

We are also pleased to welcome two new team members to our operation — Cody Judd and 

Angus Lodge, who bring valuable skills and experience that will strengthen our capabilities and support 
ongoing teamwork on site. 

Looking ahead, we are exploring several new projects aimed at enhancing safety for both staff and 

visitors, while also improving the station’s efficiency as the energy landscape continues to evolve with 
the ongoing retirement of coal-fired power stations. 

Finally, the UPS team would like to extend warm wishes to our community. We hope you enjoy a 

wonderful end to the year and wish you and your families a Merry Christmas and a safe, memorable 

holiday season. 

Harold Villalba  

Plant Manager, Uranquinty Power Station 

 

 

 

 Uranquinty Public School 

students with 

Nathan Woods from 

Uranquinty Power Station 

and Catherine Beaumont  

 

 

 

Rural Fire Brigade Service 

& Fire Rescue NSW team 

at their recent visit to site 
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Community Spirit Shines Bright at Uranquinty  

Two incredible days brought our community together,  

full of learning, connection and local flavour. 

 

Friday: SolarBuddy at Uranquinty Public School 

Friday, 21 November, was all about light and learning! Thanks to the 

Origin Foundation, students from Years 3 to 6 took part in the 

SolarBuddy activity building solar lights that will soon brighten homes 

in Papua New Guinea. These lights enable students to continue their 

study after the sun goes down, opening up new opportunities for 

education and growth. 

During the session students learned about renewable energy and the 

reality of energy poverty, guided by staff from Uranquinty Power 

Station who volunteered their time to support the activity. They 

assembled child-friendly waterproof solar lights, and wrote personal 

messages, making the gift more meaningful for the recipients. By 

completing this activity, the students contribute to a brighter future 
for children in another part of the world.  

After the activity, the Uranquinty Power Station team fired up the 

BBQ for a sausage sizzle enjoyed by the entire school, with the much-loved Quinty Bakery donuts making 

an appearance, adding a sweet touch to a day dedicated to sustainability and community engagement. 

Saturday: Fire Safety Familiarisation at Uranquinty Power Station (UPS)  

On Saturday morning, the Origin team welcomed 35 members from the 
Rural Fire Brigade Services (Uranquinty, Yarrangundry, and Glenfield) 
and Fire and Rescue NSW to UPS for a site familiarisation session. 
 

Leading the day was Barry Menz, a long-time Origin employee who 
knows the Station like the back of his hand. Barry shared invaluable 
insights on site layout, emergency access points, and safety systems.  
 
Highlights included: 
• Seeing the turbine up close, a jaw dropping experience for many. 

• Exploring our advanced fire panel, the central control system for 

detecting smoke or fire and triggering alarms. This gave crews a deeper 

understanding of our safety systems and where to respond during an 

emergency. 

• Confirming access to the fill point, a critical resource for quick water 
refills during fire emergencies, something the teams truly appreciated. 

Picture 1: Jarryd Lavery & Grizz Helyar with students building the SolarBuddy Lights.  
Picture 2: Catherine Beaumont with RFBS Ian Menz, Trevor Jansen and Nicole Lucas. 

A huge thank you to everyone who participated and made these events unforgettable. When community, 

safety, and sustainability come together, we create something truly powerful. 

Got a great idea or local initiative that could make a difference? Reach out to Catherine Beaumont, 

Community Relations Advisor, on 0460 007 604 or email catherine.beaumont@originenergy.com.au let’s 
make it happen together. 
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URANQUINTY’S	EARLY	

SETTLERS:	

WILLIAM	FRY	STONE	AND	

ARCHIBALD	LEWINGTON	
One	of	the	first	families	to	settle	in	the	Uranquinty	area	was	William	(Bill)	Fry	

Stone,	his	wife	Jane	and	his	10	children	who	settled	at	‘Springwood’	which	he	

purchased	in	1891.	William	arrived	in	Australia	in	1878	and,	after	coming	to	the	

Wagga	Wagga	area,	he	met	and	married	Jane	Cox	from	Gregadoo	in	1885.	

The	family	was	very	actively	involved	in	the	village	and	was	one	of	the	first	8	

subscribers	to	the	Uranquinty	telephone	exchange.	Their	children	were	among	

the	first	students	to	attend	the	Sandy	Creek	School	on	Hanging	Rock	Road	and	

the	Uranquinty	Public	School,	built	in	1900.	

	

When	the	chaff	mill	was	built	in	Yarragundry	Street	in	1921,	most	of	the	water	

that	the	mill	needed	was	carted	from	‘Springwood’	by	Bill	and	his	son	Fred,	until	

a	dam	was	constructed	on	a	vacant	lot	next	door.	In	January	1905	a	dreadful	fire	

started	on	‘Pomingalarna’	station	and	then	another	at	Sandy	Creek	Station	and	

Bill	had	come	home	for	a	few	hours	sleep	after	helping	with	the	first	fire.	His	

young	son	had	seen	the	fire	crossing	the	railway	line	and	entering	their	farm	and	

tried	to	save	some	horses	but	had	fainted	from	the	heat.	His	young	daughter	

then	began	throwing	buckets	of	water	around	the	house	and	more	on	her	

brother	to	revive	him.	Her	pinafore	had	caught	fire	along	with	her	dress	but	she	

quickly	discarded	them	and	raced	to	the	carriage	shed	to	rescue	a	poddy	calf	

with	its	fur	alight,	also	throwing	buckets	of	water	on	it.	Mr	Stone	managed	to	

save	his	house,	but	all	his	machinery	and	vehicles	were	burnt	along	with	all	his	

stacks	of	hay.	Luckily	his	stock	was	saved	but	it	was	on	his	property	that	the	two	

fires	met,	and	the	flames	were	over	7	metres	high	and	burnt	many	more	farms	

before	being	finally	stopped	in	the	vicinity	of	‘Rosewood’	on	the	Tumbarumba	

Road.	

	

William	Fry’s	eldest	daughter	Annie	met	and	married	Archibald	Lewington	in	

1910	at	the	original	St	Cuthberts	Church	in	Yarragundry	Street.	Archibald	was	

the	fourth	son	of	John	Lewington	who	had	emigrated	from	England	in	1849	and	

lived	at	Bundalong	near	Yarrawonga	along	with	his	wife	Charlotte.	He	had	met	

Charlotte	on	the	voyage	to	Australia	and	she	was	to	become	a	maid	at	

Peechelba	Station,	so	John	followed	her	there	and	obtained	a	job	as	a	groom.	

	

Archibald	Lewington	left	home	at	the	age	of	12,	running	away	in	the	middle	of	

the	night	because	his	older	brothers	were	picking	on	him.	He	finished	up	on	a	

farm	with	two	old	maids	who	took	him	in	to	work	for	them.	He	later	joined	a	

shearing	team	as	a	tar	boy	and	went	on	to	become	a	gun	shearer,	shearing	at	

Brookong	the	night	of	the	big	shearer’s	strike.	Not	wanting	to	become	involved,	

he	packed	up	and	once	again	rode	off	in	the	middle	of	the	night.	

	

Archibald	went	onto	buy	and	sell	various	selections	and	then	decided	he	wanted	

to	own	a	farm	near	Wagga	Wagga	within	hearing	distance	of	a	train	whistle.	

	

Continued	page	10	

Archibald	Snr	and	wife	Annie	in	their	1938	

passport	when	they	travelled	to	Canada,	the	

US	and	Europe.	
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So	in	1906	he	bought	1300	acres	(526	ha)	

called	‘Texas’	for	four	pounds	an	acre	and	

began	growing	crops	to	be	cut	for	hay.	Up	

to	12	men	were	employed	to	help	cut	and	

stook	the	hay	in	summer	then	cut	the	

chaff	in	winter.	

	

After	a	few	years	another	1000	acres	(400	

ha)	was	bought	from	various	neighbors	

and	in	1925	he	purchased	‘Pine	Grove’,	

180	acres	(73	ha)	for	7	pounds	an	acre.	His	

final	addition	was	‘Bon	Accord’	in	1928.	

	

During	harvest,	about	30	men	would	be	

employed	along	with	a	cook	working	out	

of	a	mobile	cooking	galley.		Archibald	and	

Annie	lived	at	Texas	until	1928	when	they	

moved	to	Pine	Grove	and	raised	4	

children.	Fred	1912,	Archibald	1916,	Jean	

1918	and	James	in	1925.	

	

During	this	time	the	Kywong	rail	line	was	

built	and	there	were	plenty	of	men	

employed	to	construct	it	using	horses	

pulling	scoops,	picks	and	shovels	and	

wheelbarrows.	They	had	a	large	camp	in	

the	corner	of	the	Quinty	paddock,	next	to	

the	creek	and	were	a	rough	and	rowdy	lot	

with	lots	of	fights.	Four	policemen	were	

stationed	in	the	village	and	unfortunately	

there	was	a	large	riot	one	night	and	one	

of	the	navies	was	shot	by	the	police.	

	

Archibald	always	used	horses	and	bred	

Clydesdales,	often	winning	prizes	at	the	

Wagga	Wagga	show	with	his	stallions.	He	

purchased	a	car	in	1922	but	didn’t	like	

driving	it	so	he	went	back	to	his	sulky	and	

let	his	wife	Annie	do	the	driving.	The	first	

tractor	was	bought	for	the	farm	in	1942,	

but	he	refused	to	have	anything	to	do	

with	it	and	his	son	Archibald	was	the	last	

farmer	in	the	district	to	yoke	up	a	horse	

team	in	1956.	

	

In	1940	the	farm	which	then	consisted	of	

4000	acres	(1600ha)	was	broken	up	when	

1000	acres	(400ha)	was	resumed	for	the	

Air	Force	base.	It	took	nearly	4	years	for	

the	government	to	pay	the	final	

compensation	amount.		

	

Top:	William	Fry	Stone	and	family	

at	‘Springwood’,	Uranquinty.	

Middle:	Mrs	William	Fry	Stone	and	

daughters	left	to	right	Eva	

(Cummins),	Lena	(Dare),	Lizzie	

(Beattie),	Annie	(Lewington),	

Florence	(Daly)	and	Edith	(Hall).	

Below:	Archibald	Snr	with	wife	

Annie	and	children	from	left	Fred,	

Jean	and	Archibald	Jnr.	
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LOUIS	ARCHIBALD	

LEWINGTON	
It	is	with	deep	sadness	that	the	Lewington	

Family	pay	tribute	to	long	time	local	farmer	

and	surveyor,	Lou	Lewington	who	passed	away	

recently	after	a	hard	fought	battle	against	sun	

cancer,	aged	79	years.	Lou	grew	up	at	Bon	

Accord,	the	youngest	of	5	children	to	Arch	and	

Virge	Lewington.	He	attended	Uranquinty	

Public	School	followed	by	the	Christian	

Brothers	in	Wagga,	finishing	off	at	St	Joseph’s,	

Hunter’s	Hill.	With	3	older	brothers	already	on	

the	farm,	Lou	decided	to	enrol	in	surveying	at	

the	University	of	NSW	in	1962.	
	

During	his	final	year	he	gained	a	cadetship	with	

the	DMR	(now	Transport	and	Main	Roads)	and	

worked	on	many	different	projects	including	

the	Newcastle	Freeway,	the	Wollongong	

.	
	

Moving	back	to	Uranquinty	in	1973,	Lou	

worked	for	the	Soil	Conservation	Authority	and	

the	Ardlethan	Tin	Mine,	before	taking	up	a	

position	with	a	private	survey	firm	attached	to	

the	Albury	Development	Company.	In	1978	the	

family	moved	back	to	Uranquinty	and	Lou	set	

up	his	own	survey	practice	which	he	ran	

successfully	until his	retirement	in	2019.		
	

Returning	to	full	time	farming	after	his	son	

Derek’s	accident,	he	gained	his	semi-trailer	

license	and	was	a	familiar	face	at	The	Rock	

grain	depot	at	harvest	time.	Always	keen	to	

keep	fit,	Lou	could	often	be	seen	riding	his	

push	bike,	Jogging	or	later	on	walking	many	of	

the	local	roads	sometimes	up	to	10	km	at	a	

time.	

Lou	was	

recently	

awarded	a	long	

service	medal	

for	

	of	

	Fire	

Brigade	and	

was	always	

willing	to	help	

out	with	

projects	around	

the	

neighbourhood	

including	

surveying	and	

working	bees.	

He	will	be	

greatly	missed	

by	all	his	family	

and	friends.	

Continued	from	page	10	
	

Archibald	Lewington	passed	away	in	1947	and	never	got	to	see	his	farm	

restored.	
	

His	son	Archibald	Junior	was	finally	able	to	purchase	the	land	back	in	1964,	

except	for	3	small	hobby	farms	that	had	been	subdivided	off.	
	

Archibald	Lewington’s	great	grandson	Derek	purchased	‘Pine	Grove’	in	2006	

and	lives	there	now. 

	

Above:	Archibald	Lewington	inspecting	the	crop	at	‘Texas’,	Uranquinty	circa	

1920.	

Below:	From	left,	Archibald	Lewington	Snr	and	Annie	Lewington	with	daughter	

Jean,	Mrs	Hudson	and	Millie,	Violet	Rudd	(later	Mrs	Hubert	Taber),	Archibald	

Lewington	Jnr,	Bill	Taber,	Bert	Hudson.	

PAGE	11	
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Ampol	General	Store	 	 	 									6922	9659	
Dr	Joe	McGirr	MP	 	 	 									6921	1622	
Gregadoo	Waste	Management	Centre,	
133	Ashfords	Rd,	Gregadoo	Open	7	days,	7–	4.30	
Mental	Health	Line	 	 	 				1800	011	511	
Michael	McCormack	MP	 	 							6921	4600	
NSW	Service	Centre	 	 	 													13	77	88	
NSW	State	Emergency	Services	 	 													13	25	00	
Essential	Energy	Power	Outages		 													13	20	80	
Police	 	 	 	 																131	444	or	000	
St	Cuthbert’s	Anglican	Church	 																0427	198	5133	
St	Patrick’s	Catholic	Church	Uranquinty	 									6925	2111	
Telstra			 	 	 	 											1	3	22	00	
Uranquinty	Communications	 	 			0400	907	572	
Uranquinty	Community	Hall	

			uranquinty.co.au/serevices/communityhallhire/	
	 				uranquinty2652@gmail.com	

Uranquinty	Evening	CWA	 	 				0428	629	738	
Uranquinty	Hotel		 	 	 										 	
Uranquinty	Hotel	Social	Club	
	 	 	 Adam	Skipworth			0428	731	536	

Uranquinty	Neighbourhood	Centre	 					0437	775	390	
Uranquinty	Pharmacy	 	 	 										6921	5445	
Uranquinty	Preschool	 	 																									6922	9787
	 uranquintypreschool@gmail.com	
Uranquinty	Progress	Association	
	 uranquinty2652@gmail.com	
																	Facebook:	Uranquinty	Residents	Noticeboard	
Uranquinty	Public	School	 	 										6922	9619
	 Cathy.Crick@det.nsw.edu.au	

Uranquinty	Tip	(Rural	Transfer	Station),	
180	Connorton	Street			Opening	Times		Wed	
	8.00-11.45am;	Sunday	1.00-4.45pm	

Wagga	Nursery	 	 	 	 										6931	2600	
Wagga	GP	After	Hours	Service	 	 										6931	0900	
Wagga	Veterinary	Hospital	 	 										6926	0900	
Wagga	Wagga	Base	Hospital	 	 										5943	1000	

WIRES	 	 	 	 	 				1300	094	737	

Wagga	Nursery	 	 	 	 										6931	2600	
JUSTICES	OF	THE	PEACE	
Michelle	Wilcox		 	 																0414	399	961

COMMUNITY	DIRECTORY	

Anything	to	add?	Email	uranquinty2652@gmail.com	

LOCAL	BUSINESSES	

Pheonix	Ag	Detailing	Co		 														0414	651	1162	
pheonixagmobile@gmail.com	

Robert	Raber	-	RJR	Automotive	 	 	0477	179	298	
Rachel’s	Pet	Services	 	 	 	0422	309	885	
Quinty	Communications				matt@quintycomms.com.au	

	quintycomms.com.au	

SOCIAL	NEWS	
Tahlor	and	Kieren	Styles	Congratulations	on	the	birth	of	their	first	child,	Violet,	a	few	

months	back.	Tahlor	is	the	daughter	of	Trevor	Jansen,	Commander	of	Uranquinty	Rural	

Fire	Service.	
	

Dougie	Burke	Best	wishes	to	Dougie	on	his	move	to	Young.	We	hope	he	enjoys	the	new	

chapter	in	his	life.	
	

Margaret	Hall	Condolences	to	family	and	friends	of	Margaret	Hall,	a	long	time	village	

resident,	who	recently	passed	away.	Margaret	and	Billy	have	lived	beside	the	water	

tower	in	Best	Street	where	they	raised	their	children	David,	Lisa,	Andrew	and	Steven.	

Our	thoughts	are	with	Billy	and	her	family	and	friends.	


